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Sconsdale Values...
■ The best possible management of our finite and renewable 

environmental, economic, social, and technological resources to ensure 
that they exist to serve future needs.

■ Maintaining or improving the level of services, environmental quality, 
economic vitality, and access to amenities that contribute to the quality 
of life Scottsdale offers today.

■ The use of renewable energy resources like solar energy.

■

■

■

Development that incorporates sustainable and healthy building 
practices and products.

The protection of the natural Sonoran Desert environment.

Implementation of proactive environmental programs and conservation 
practices (such as ESLO, Native Plant Ordinance, Indian Bend Wash, 
and the McDowell Sonoran Preserve, Golf Course Policy, etc.).

The development of partnerships with regional jurisdictions, educational 
institutions, and State and Federal agencies to meet environmental 
challenges.

Protection and orderly use of our natural and historical resources.

The character of Scottsdale as defined in large part by the surrounding 
Sonoran Desert and mountains, and natural and man-made amenities.

Intelligent integration of urban and rural development into the ecosystem 
as evidenced by:

Improved water and air quality.
Increased biodiversity.
Bringing open spaces within walking distances of every home.
A close and supportive relationship among and between natural 
resources, environmental quality and the economy of the area. 
Restored ecosystems protected from future degradation and decline. 
Protection of the character of the Sonoran desert.
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Goals and Approaches
1.

2.

3.

Acquire the land within the Recommended Study Boundary of the 
McDowell Sonoran Preserve to create an integrated desert open 
space system linking open spaces in Scottsdale with open spaces 
adjacent to Scottsdale.

Enhance the quality of life in Scottsdale by safeguarding the natural 
environment.

Retain Scottsdale's image and heritage of the Sonoran Desert.
Implement the acquisition of land for and the ongoing maintenance of 
the McDowell Sonoran Preserve.
Preserve the unique, rare and significant features of Scottsdale’s natural 
environment.
Encourage developments to retain and integrate the desert ecosystem 
where appropriate.
Educate landowners on their preservation options.
Preserve local plants, wildlife, and natural resources to maintain the 
biodiversity and long-term sustainability of the area’s ecology.
Protect historical and archaeological resources.
Maintain scenic views to preserve the aesthetic values of the area for all 
to enjoy and for its contribution to the quality of life for residents and 
visitors.
Manage natural resources by cooperatively using the best ecological, 
social, and economic information to enhance, restore, and sustain the 
health, productivity and biodiversity of our Sonoran Desert ecosystem. 
Integrate environmental quality protection into all phases of local 
planning and policy implementation.
Encourage cooperation among natural resources management 
agencies, other professionals and local school districts in developing 
environmental education materials and outreach programs.
Implement innovative policies and practices that support the city’s 
leadership in environmental stewardship.

Achieve a sustainable balance bet>veen the conservation, use and 
development of Scottsdale’s natural resources.

Develop programs to attract environmentally sensitive industry to 
Scottsdale.

Encourage local industry to adopt water and energy conservation 
measures that would minimize impacts to the environment in their 
operations.
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• Promote public and private partnerships to reduce natural resource 
consumption through aggressive conservation, reuse, and recycling 
programs.

• Lead through city government being an example of natural resource 
conservation practices.

• Investigate and implement techniques, which minimize use of chemicals 
in maintaining turf and landscape materials, for example, in parks and 
golf courses.

• Encourage retention of the 100-year floodplains as natural drainage ways 
without permanent construction, rechannelization (where possible), and 
bank clearing or straightening.

• Manage watersheds to protect, restore and maintain the integrity of 
streams, washes and floodplains, their multiple biological, physical and 
social values.

• For flood control channels, a high priority in the design criteria should 
be placed on:

Sensitive aesthetic treatment.
Multiple uses that harmonize with the character of the adjacent 
neighborhood.
Impact on habitat.

4. Reduce energy consumption and promote energy conservation.

Energy includes electricity and fuels for transportation heating and cooling. In 
Scottsdale, the most viable renewable energy resource is solar energy. Other 
sources of renewable energy sources are water- and wind- generated, however, 
Scottsdale has no significant sources of water- or wind- generated energy 
production. Natural Gas is a non-renewable source of fuel that is used widely 
as a fossil fuel alternative.

• Promote mechanical, physical, and 
natural energy conservation measures.
• Use natural properties (sun, shade, thick 
walls, insulation, etc.) for building cooling 
and heating systems.

Use landscaping that contributes to energy conservation 
in commercial and residential environments.
• Increase the use of natural and man-made shading for 
parking lots, streets, and pedestrian areas.
• Promote solar energy opportunities in building and site 
design.

Seek ways to assure solar access potential.
Promote the use of energy efficient lighting sources in 

interior and outdoor lighting areas.
• Encourage the commercial and residential sectors to 
consider energy conservation in design and construction.
• Conserve fuel in city vehicles, and promote fuel 
conservation through education and example.

Preservation and Environmental Planning Element

r*
I ^

k

tt*
Page 137 

DRAFT



see also the Public 
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Encourage the use of alternative-fuel city vehicles.
Use landscaping and stabilizing paving materials other than black 
asphalt to reduce the “heat island'* effect and reduce need for cooling 
fuel use.
Reduce energy consumption per capita by using passive and active 
design and technology to capitalize on the natural energy resources 
available in the desert southwest.
Minimize energy consumption in the provision of municipal services 
without affecting the quality and quantity of services.
Promote energy conservation measures in the maintenance and operation 
of city facilities and equipment.
Reduce energy consumption by using land use and design policies for 
new and revitalized buildings.
Explore emerging energy technologies and use them whenever possible. 
Promote energy conservation education throughout the community.

5. Conserve water and encourage the reuse of wastewater.

Continue and expand the current water conservation program and 
investigate feasibility of using reclaimed wastewater for irrigation and 
water features throughout the city.
Consider multiple use of facilities when planning resource conservation 
programs, including the integration of recharge sites with natural habitat. 
Continue the development of the effluent reuse system, and management 
policies to guide efficient use of reclaimed water.
Review future development impacts on water use and encourage 
development design that fosters water conservation.
Encourage the retention of mature native trees as they use less water to 
maintain.
Encourage landscape improvements, which limit the amount of turf area 
(to “people places") and make optimal use of indigenous desert plants. 
Recognize the necessity for reduced water consumption per capita in 
the desert setting, as well as maintenance/improvement of total water 
quality.
Protect local water supply sources.
Reduce reliance on imported water in the city’s total water supply 
through water conservation.
Promote residential and commercial water conservation.
Minimize the amount of water loss by maintaining an efficient 
distribution system.
Reuse treated wastewater whenever it is permitted and cost effective to 
do so.
Use the city’s Water Campus as an environmental education center to 
foster public awareness and acceptance of water reuse and wastewater 
reclamation.
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Increase recycled water use by local industries and increase groundwater 
recharge rates.

• Develop programs to attract environmentally sensitive businesses 
to Scottsdale and to encourage area wide businesses to adopt water- 
conserving measures.
Reduce the rate of growth in residential water consumption per 
household through educational programs and perhaps incentive 
programs in the future.
Protect the region's water resources and assure the sensitivity of 
development to environmental features.
Integrate water-harvesting techniques into site planning and design 
for large-scale landscapes including parks, schools, commercial sites, 
parking lots and apartment complexes.
Explore and promote the use of gray water.

6. Ensure the quality of our groundwater and surface water supplies.

Continue efforts to remediate groundwater contamination and implement 
preventative measures to avoid future contamination of groundwater
resources.
Monitor storm water runoff to identify opportunities to reduce surface 
water pollution.
Educate citizens on best management practices for preventing storm 
water pollution.

• Provide drinking water that meets or exceeds Federal drinking water 
standards.
Develop new and use existing partnership programs between public 
agencies and private citizens to monitor the city’s water quality.

7. Promote local and regional efforts to improve air quality.

• Reduce automobile emissions through traffic management and mobility 
system improvements.
Use land use strategies, like creating “live, work, play" relationships or 
mixed-use structures to reduce air quality impact.
Expand opportunities for citizens to live in close proximity to work.

• Reduce emissions for city fleet vehicles.
Promote ridesharing, the use of non-auto travel modes (walking, biking, 
horseback riding, roller blading, etc), tele-work, and olf-peak traveling 
in order to reduce traffic congestion, energy consumption and air 
pollution.
Actively participate in regional discussion about coordination and 
funding questions regarding air quality improvements.
Participate in regional efforts to encourage ridesharing and off-peak 
commuting.
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